
Special CGC Operations Rules during State of Illinois Activities Restrictions 

The Chicago Glider Club Board has given careful consideration to whether and to what extent it 
makes sense to resume operations in light of the Covid-19 pandemic.  

The Board has decided to proceed in two step process.  The first step will be effective on the first 
day after our safety meeting on May 2 when the grass runway is suitable for flight operations.  
Don Kroesch, who has been rolling the runway in recent days, will advise the members by email 
when the runway is suitable for flight operations.  

The second step will occur at a date to be determined by the Board at a later date.  The Board 
will monitor conditions and executive order guidance and will relax restrictions as appropriate. 
The Board hopes to announce revisions to the following restrictions by the end of May.  

The Board's immediate goal is to permit those activities that can be pursued consistent with the 
Governor's executive orders and with the goal of minimizing the risk to our members of 
contracting or spreading the virus.  Here are the rules that all members are expected to follow: 

1.    Once Don confirms that the grass runway is suitable for operations, only single-pilot glider 
and single-pilot tow-plane flights may occur, subject to the terms described below. 

2.    The Club is not open for social gatherings.  Members should only come to the Club to fly 
gliders, tow gliders, assist in launching and retrieving gliders, or conducting equipment 
inspection and maintenance.  They should observe social distancing of at least 10 feet when other 
members are present. 

3.    Pilots who are not now glider-current, which is most of us, should discuss with a CGC flight 
instructor whether they should fly without a season checkout.  If you plan to fly your own glider 
or a Club glider, discuss the operation with a Club instructor first.  If the instructor and the pilot 
agree that flight activity is appropriate, which may include limitations on wind and weather 
conditions, club members may fly club gliders alone or may fly their personal gliders.  If an 
instructor concludes that the pilot should not fly without a checkride, that pilot's flight activity 
will be postponed until the next phase of reopening occurs, which will hopefully include two-
person operation of Club gliders.  Some of you may need a Flight Review.  You cannot fly as PIC 
unless you meet the requirements of FAR61.56.  The FAA recently extended all flight reviews 
that expired in April or May thru June 30, 2020.  

4.    Each pilot who is eligible to fly is responsible for arranging for a tow pilot.  

5.    Tow pilots are required to use their own headsets. Before and after each towing session each 
tow pilot is required to use an appropriate anti-viral means (which may include a minimum 70% 
alcohol solutions, approved disinfectants, or soap and water) to clean all controls and surfaces 
normally touched by the pilot's hand.  This includes, but is not limited to, switches, knobs, seat 
belts, fuel caps, oil dip sticks screw knobs, and aircraft controls in the tow plane normally 
contacted by hand. If you normally touch it, clean it.  Soap and Water ONLY with a soft cloth on 
the Plexiglas windshield.  A thorough cleaning shall be accomplished at the end of the day after 
the tow plane is put away. 



6.    For pilots flying club gliders, the same pre-flight and post-flight cleaning requirements 
apply.  Avoiding the transmission of the virus by handling controls, switches, seat belts, and 
surfaces used in entry and exit of the glider requires thorough cleaning of each.  Remember to 
come to the Club with your own supply of cleaning materials.  Soap and Water ONLY with a soft 
cloth on the Plexiglas canopies.  A thorough cleaning shall be accomplished at the end of the day 
after the gliders are put away. 

(Several Board members have arranged to assemble the club gliders.  Email notification will be 
circulated when Club gliders are assembled.)  

7.    Except when not feasible due to aircraft operating requirements, pilots of gliders and tow 
planes are expected to wear face masks when flying any club equipment.  When not flying, 
club members are required to wear face masks whenever other members are present at the Club 
and less than ten feet away.  

8.    Road operations are not allowed due to the fact that safe road operation requires a crew of 
several members. 

9.    Cross-country flights should be limited to routes and altitudes that allow landing at airports 
from which aerotow retrieves are possible.  Off-airport landings, and the accompanying 
gathering of spectators and assistants, should be avoided except in situations where pilot safety is 
at stake.  Club gliders should not be flown outside of the local area.  Bear in mind that the Club 
currently has no ADSB-Out equipped tow planes.  This means, for example, that aerotow 
retrieves are not possible from Riley's. 

10.    Other than for use of the restrooms, the Clubhouse is closed.  After each use of the 
restroom please use proper hygiene and WASH YOUR HANDS for a minimum of 20 seconds.  
Use paper towels to dry your hands.   Other than to remove and replace Club aircraft or service 
and inspect them, hangers are closed.  Chairs will be removed from the clubhouse to the hanger.  
This is to avoid social gatherings of any sort.  The refrigerator is off limits for food storage. If 
members who come to the Club wish to bring lunch, the members should also bring his or her 
own beverages, food and utensils, and should plan on eating at the picnic table or in cars, 
observing social distancing of at least 10 feet. 

11.    Pilots should position golf carts or other vehicles for use in towing out and returning the 
gliders to the hanger or private trailer.  Only the driver will be allowed on the golf cart, no 
passengers.  Each person who operates a Club golf cart is required, before and after doing so, to 
follow the same pre- and post-use cleaning requirements that apply to use of Club aircraft.  If 
you can touch it in normal operations, clean it. 

12. It is each individual’s responsibility to evaluate their health and protect themselves as 
best they can so as to not risk themselves, their families, or other club members to exposure of 
the Covid-19 virus.  First and foremost, if you are sick, please do not come out to the club.  If 
you have been sick and are considered recovered (i.e. tested negative for Covid-19 after your 
recovery) you must wait a minimum of 14 days and contact Ron Ridenour before participating in 
any flying activities.  If you become sick (i.e. tested positive for Covid-19) after you have been 



to the club you must contact Ron Ridenour so that he can notify other members of the club for 
contact tracing.  Currently, we only want club members on the field or involved with club 
operations.  We do not want any guests or spectators on the field.  This is for the protection of 
everyone. 

If you have questions about these conditions, please call or email Ron Ridenour. 

The Board's goal in setting out these requirements is to minimize the risk of spreading the virus, 
while permitting operations consistent with that goal and with the presently-effective executive 
order.  The Board hopes to be able to relax these limitations as conditions improve.  Bear in mind 
that Club membership includes many individuals in the older age group who are at greater risk 
from the virus. 

Mike Greenwald has this recommendation about what kind of spray to use to wipe down the 
cockpit area.  He was poking around looking at disinfectant sprays, and quickly learned that 
Clorox is available in multiple strengths.  Furthermore, some recommendations add a small 
amount of dishwasher detergent to help break down virus walls.  His recommendation of the 
spray to be used in the cockpits is one cup of Bactericidal Clorox laundry detergent labeled 
"Germicidal" containing 6% Sodium Hypochlorite plus one tablespoon of any good dishwasher 
detergent per gallon of water. With the detergent added, ten minutes of waiting time is enough, 
provided the spray is sufficiently heavy so the surface remains damp for the full ten minutes. DO 
NOT wipe down the surface to dry it for at least ten minutes!			 

The CGC purchased, from Wicks Aircraft, three 1 quart spray bottles of all purpose disinfectant 
spray which contains 75% isopropyl alcohol along with 3gallons of bulk to refill the spray 
bottles.  Please use your own disinfectant spray, if available. as this supply is very limited and 
will disappear quickly if not supplemented with your own personal disinfectant sprays. 

USE GOOD JUDGMENT AND RISK MANAGEMENT SKILLS AT ALL TIMES! 
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